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September Meeting/Cruise Information

September 19t Fall Cruise to:
Village of Yesteryear - Owatonna, MN

We will leave McDonalds exit 81 Highway 35 at 9:45am.
12:30 Lunch at Pizza Ranch - Owatonna, MN

Price is $23.00 per person.

Price Includes: Pizza Bar, Salad Bar, Bread Sticks, Soft Drinks, Tip and Taxes.

Your caller will contact you the weekend prior to the meeting. |If for
whatever reason you do not receive a call before the Thursday before the
meeting, contact Donn Olson by email or phone with the number of people
attending the meeting and their menu selection.

2027 Event Planning Help Needed

It is getting harder for Jim and me to plan all these events so what | need
from the membership is someone to volunteer to plan the January outing,
Spring and Fall Cruises and the July picnic. Thank you to Ron Moey for
planning the picnic and Andrew Hein for taking on the Fall Cruise. So, |
still need The January outing and the spring cruise. You can reach out to

Gloria at 507-685-4486 or glonergan66@yahoo.com Thank you.

Club Merchandise

Here is the link to the website for ordering Thunderbird Midwest Club
Merchandise. (https://thunderbirdmidwest.itemorder.com/shop/home/)

This website offers a couple of different mugs along with a variety of
apparel including polo shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, and caps featuring our
club’s logo. You can also have your name embroidered on the jackets.



mailto:Vangel.Deborah@gmail.com
mailto:olsod55@gmail.com
mailto:randy.mattson18@gmail.com
mailto:jjhepler@hotmail.com
mailto:glonergan66@yahoo.com
mailto:bahepler@hotmail.com
mailto:cwlieske@comcast.net
https://thunderbirdmidwest.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://thunderbirdmidwest.itemorder.com/shop/home/

Thunderbird Special Page 3

Upcoming Club Events

The Defeat of Jesse James Days Car Show — Saturday September 12" — Northfield, MN

This event is held in Northfield on September 12th. We leave from McDonalds, exit 81 highway 35 at
8:15am. This event has always been fun. There is a large craft show at the school. Shuttles are
available for those that don't want to make the 8+ block hike. They sell food on the site of the car
show. We usually always go to Carbone’s around noon. If you would like to go you can contact Gloria
at 507-685-4486 or glonergan66@yahoo.com.

Fall Cruise — Saturday September 19" — Owatonna, MN

THERE 1S A CHANGE OF VENUE FOR THE FALL CRUISE...

We were planning to attend the car show and parade in Waseca, but unfortunately, they are not sure if
they are going to continue this event. We are now going to the VILLAGE OF YESTERYEAR in
Owatonna. | have an 11:00am tour set up with lunch at 12:30 at PIZZA RANCH also in Owatonna. We
will leave McDonalds exit 81 highway 35 at 9:45am. One problem is at the Pizza Ranch there is a flight
of stairs for the private room. | have contacted a few people to help carry your plates and drink upstairs
for those who have trouble. We will be able to do your running for you so you will only have to make the
stairs once. | know this is an inconvenience for some. Hope our help with you will make it easier. If you
have any questions, contact Gloria at 507-685-4486 or glonergan66@yahoo.com

August 2026 Thunderbird Midwest Meeting Minutes

The August club meeting was held on Saturday August 15, 2026, with 22 members in attendance. It was
held at the Pizza Pub in Inver Grove Heights with a pizza buffet & salad bar lunch.

The free meal card was won by Dale Monzon. The 30/30/30 game was won by Theresa Cornish, Jeanne
French, & Brent Hepler. President Deb went over the birthdays & anniversaries, & we sang to the
members that were present.

Deb recapped the Annual Picnic & showed some pictures. Also, the car show at Martin Luther Campus
where Deb’s Mom is a resident. There were 30 cars & an ice cream social.

The signup sheets for Jesse James Days in Northfield on September 12" & the fall cruise to Owatonna on
September 19" were sent around. Gloria discussed the fall cruise plans & club meeting & lunch on
September 19" to be held at The Pizza ranch in Owatonna. If interested in these events or any questions,
contact Gloria Lonergan.

Randy & Cindy Mattson will be going to the VTCI Convention September 8-13"" in Flagstaff, AZ.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Hepler, Club Secretary
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President’s Message

Happy September to everyone. | wonder how many of you were in disbelief like me on the passing of
Dolly Parton. She is one person that | felt would be around for a long time. Like many famous people
Dolly had a car collection which primarily featured Cadillacs. Of those there was a Cadillac Escalade
Hybrid and Gold-Plated Escalade — combining luxury, practicality, and a touch of glamour, including a 24K
gold-plated version valued around $300,000. It was said that many of her cars were gifts for family
members, such as the “Dolly-Mama” Cadillac for her mother and a blue truck for her father, emphasizing
her sentimental approach to vehicles. She also had a custom pink Cadillac adorned with rhinestones,
reflecting her vibrant personality and love for Americana. Her collection was a blend of classic Americana,
luxury, and personal significance, showcasing her loyalty to Cadillacs, her Southern roots, and her flair for
combining practicality with glamour. Dolly will be missed by many.

1964
Cadillac Series 62

LS

As always- Stay safe, Stay healthy.
Sincerely,
Deborah Vangel President

Member’s Special Days

September Birthdays September Anniversaries
9 — Darlene Roehl 14 — Dick Roe 5 — Randy & Cindy Mattson 16 — Tom & Karen Kieffer
10 — Howard Helser 14 — Dick Sandford 7 — Larry & Dahlia Beno 18 — Terri & Marilyn Davern
11 — Rob Abear 23 — Gloria Lonergan 9 — Dan & Laurie Gordon 27 — Pete & Jean Bauer
11 — Jack Schmidt 30 — Shelly Kuehlman
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Club History File by Randy Mattson

30 YEARS AGO...
According to The Thunderbird Special, September 1996

e Seltz reported on the VTCI International held in San Antonio, TX.

e The T-Bird/Corvette cruise had 9 Thunderbirds and 27 Corvettes. Special thank you to
Stan Jirasek for lining up the park for the picnic.

e Robby Ryan modeled our new club shirt. Very fashionable.

e Jack Nessen reported on the nude car show in Wisconsin. This was his 4th year.

e Bruce Nelson is hosting a “Mystery Cruise” for us this month.

20 YEARS AGO...
According to The Thunderbird Special, September 2006

e Cliff began the meeting at Backyard Grill with a thank you to their staff for the wonderful
service and good food.

e We all welcomed a visit from Mel & Carolyn Reep. Carolyn is a former president of
Thunderbird Midwest.

e The New Brighton car show was rained out for the 1st time in 20 years.

e The fall cruise will have us visiting a bison farm.

e Jack Nessen reported on the Karl Oskar Days car show in Lindstrom, which is chaired by
our own Joe Wishy.

e September’s meeting is at Lookout Supper Club in Maple Grove.

10 YEARS AGO...
According to The Thunderbird Special, September 2016

e 33 members attended the August meeting at Broadway Pizza.

e Our club was well represented at the VTCI International in Kansas City with 9 couples
making the drive. Gartners and Nessens took 1st place in their classes, Hunts placed 2nd
and Jackie Dockter placed 3rd. Cliff received the gold award for his efforts doing the
newsletter.

e The New Brighton Show was a success with 194 cars and 22 swappers.

e Connie McKay did well at Running Aces for our club outing.

o September’s meeting is in Waseca, with a cruise, parade participation, and a historic
building tour as well as lunch and our meeting.
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Club Calendar

JANUARY

24 — Gameshow Battle Rooms:
1661 West End Blvd, St Louis Park, MN
11:30 Lunch at Chi-Chi’s
1:30PM — Meet at Gameshow Battle Rooms

FEBRUARY

21 — Club Meeting — Caspers:
4625 Nicols Road, Eagan, MN
Noon — 1:00PM — Social Hour

MARCH

21 — Club Meeting — VFW Richfield:
6715 Lake Shore Dr. S, Richfield, MN
Noon — 1:00PM — Social Hour
1:00PM — Meeting

APRIL

18 — Club Meeting — Broadway Pizza:
11822 Aberdeen St NE, Blaine, MN
Noon — 1:00PM — Social Hour
1:00PM — Meeting

MAY

9 — Spring Cruise — Gangster Tour

16 — Club Meeting — Maxx Bar & Grill:
17646 Central Ave NE, Ham Lake, MN
Noon — 1:00PM — Social Hour
1:00PM — Meeting

17 — Thunderbird Appreciation Day

30 — Dam Days Car Show:
Morristown, MN

JUNE

20 — Club Meeting — Caspers:
4625 Nicols Road, Eagan, MN
Noon — 1:00PM — Social Hour
1:00PM — Meeting

19-21 — Back-to-the-50’s:

Minnesota Fairgrounds

JULY

18 — Club Picnic — Aquatore Park:
9191 Lincoln St. NE, Blaine, MN
Lunch/Meeting — 11:30

AUGUST

15 — Club Meeting - Pizza Pub:
5660 Bishop Ave, Inver Grove Heights, MN
Noon — 1:00PM — Social Hour
Meeting — 1:00PM

SEPTEMBER

8-13 — VTCI/CTCI Convention - Flagstaff, AZ

12 — Defeat of Jesse James Car Show
Northfield, MN

19 — Fall Cruise - Village of Yesteryear and
Club Meeting Owatonna, MN

OCTOBER

17 — Club Meeting — Broadway Pizza:
11822 Aberdeen St NE, Blaine, MN
Noon — 1:00PM — Social Hour

NOVEMBER

21 — Club Meeting — Maxx Bar & Grill:
17646 Central Ave NE, Ham Lake, MN
Noon — 1:00PM - Social Hour
Meeting — 1:00PM

DECEMBER

5 — Saturday Christmas Party — Caspers:
4625 Nicols Road, Eagan, MN
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Events & Information

VTCI Annual General Membership Meeting — Wednesday September 9th

Dear VTCI members,

The VTCI Annual General Membership Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 9, 2026, at Little

America Hotel in Flagstaff, Arizona. The formal Board business portion begins at 10:00 a.m. Arizona time
(MST, UTC-7).

The meeting is open to VTCI members in good standing. During the formal Board business portion,
discussion, motions, and voting are limited to Board members. An open member forum will follow
immediately, giving members the opportunity to ask questions, offer comments, and raise matters of
interest or concern with the Board.

Members who are not attending in person may observe and participate in the open forum by Zoom. The
online room opens at 9:45 a.m. Arizona time. Please register using the name and email address associated
with your VTCI membership: https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/xuSwKJIbRcCOPnfb043kkg

Remote attendees will remain muted during Board business. When the open member forum begins, use
Zoom's Raise Hand feature; the moderator will unmute members individually.

The meeting agenda is attached and is also being posted on the VTCI website.

Section 3.03 of the VTCI bylaws calls for the agenda to be published and distributed to the Board at least
30 days before the meeting. That deadline was inadvertently missed. The omission was identified recently,
and the agenda is being posted and distributed on September 2, 2026. | apologize for the delay. The
Board will address the delayed notice at the beginning of the meeting.

Members unable to attend may reply to this message with a question or comment for the Board. We will
make every reasonable effort to address submitted matters during the open forum or in follow-up
communication.

Sincerely,
Thomas Przedwojewski
President, Vintage Thunderbird Club International

Meeting agenda PDF: VTCI| 2026 Annual General Membership Meeting Agenda.pdf

On the Road Again Festival — South St. Paul — Saturday October 3"

Club Member Andrew Hein mentioned the upcoming On The Road Again Festival in South St. Paul.
Taking place October 3", the festival is entering its 38th year on Southview Boulevard, in BEAUTIFUL
downtown South St. Paul. It was originally started to celebrate the businesses along Southview following
its widening in 1988. It has grown over the years and now features MANY family activities.


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FxuSwKJlbRcC0Pnfb043kkg&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc756e70216724e5a649708df09497e6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639239883396899987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zd61B6t9fw7Bx%2F4gCJ3a%2Bgc%2Fj%2BzeFOIpFDLkJnGWjcM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvtci.wildapricot.org%2Fresources%2FVTCI_2026_Annual_General_Membership_Meeting_Agenda.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc756e70216724e5a649708df09497e6f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639239883396927686%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jfiMx9aJbakv7ou8Sn4RvmUs86Pdp%2BtZ3Sc4evCs2cE%3D&reserved=0
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Events & Information (Continued)

10,000 Lakes Concours d ’Elegance — Chanhassen AutoPlex — Sunday October 4"
The 2026 10,000 Lakes Concours d’Elegance returns, transforming the Chanhassen AutoPlex into a
breathtaking showcase of more than 150 historically significant automobiles and motorcycles. Join us as
we honor the artistry, engineering, and history that define the automotive world.

The event is from 10AM — 4PM. Tickets are available online, at the door, or by calling 952-925-4848.
Ticket prices start at $23.56 including tax. Proceeds benefit the Gillette Children's Specialty Care.

All the details can be found at: https://10000lakesconcours.com/

Tom and Cherry Knight will be showing their 1965 Thunderbird.
Brent and Jennifer Hepler will be showing their 1961 Thunderbird Convertible.

Thunderbird Generations — Baby Birds (1955-1957)

Although the first-generation Thunderbird was initially termed a sports car, Ford did not
build it to be one. Ford called it a “personal luxury car’” — a stylish two-seat convertible
built for comfort, image, and effortless cruising. Introduced in 1955, the Thunderbird
arrived in the midst of excitement surrounding the Chevrolet Corvette, but the two cars
took very different approaches. Where the Corvette focused on lightweight sports car
performance, the Thunderbird leaned into luxury, style, and drivability.

With its clean lines, V8 power, removable hardtop, and plenty of electric options, the Baby
Birds became instant symbols of mid-1950s optimism and success. Buyers could order
power steering, power brakes, telescoping steering wheels, radios, heaters, and even air
conditioning by 1956 — features rarely associated with sports cars of the era.

The Thunderbird also evolved quickly during its initial three-year run. The 1956 model
added the famous continental spare tire option which repositioned the spare from the trunk
to improve luggage space. In 1957, the car received a dramatic facelift with more
pronounced tail fins, a reshaped grille, and more aggressive styling that many enthusiasts
consider the pinnacle of the first generation.

Under the hood, V8 power came standard, growing from the 292 cubic-inch Y-block to
optional supercharged performance in 1957 with the rare F-code engine producing over
300HP. These cars were stylish boulevard cruisers first, but they had enough performance
to earn respect on the open road.

This article is from the VTCI Website (https://vtci.wildapricot.org/Generations-Baby-Birds)
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1973 Thunderbird for sale

Exterior color: Dark Gold Metallic, Interior color: Tobacco, Mileage: 51,740 Engine 460 CID,
Transmission: Automatic Contact: Ray Koski, Phone: 612-866-1921 or 612-240-0628
Email address: raymondkoski@hotmail.com - Asking $10,000

2003 Ford Thunderbird Limited Edition

Exterior Desert Sky Blue, with whisper white accent. All original. 3.9L 32V DOHC aluminum
engine, 5 speed automatic transmission w/overdrive. 17inch tires w/chrome cast aluminum
wheels. Power retractable soft top, removable hard top, includes stand. Less than15K miles in

Thunderbird Parts for Sale
1961-63 Miscellaneous interior and exterior parts. No body panels. Rebuilt power booster. Master
cylinder and wheel cylinders. Radiator for a ‘61. Contact info: 763-280-4631 ask for Dick.

1984 Thunderbird for sale

302 Cu in engine, automatic, good condition.
130,000 miles on it.

Selling for health reasons.

Asking $6000 or Best Offer.

Contact Jim at: 320-333-6753
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Village of Yesteryear 1448 Austin Rd, Owatonna, MN 55060 - I-35 South to West Bridge St.
(exit 41), left onto West Bridge St., this becomes West Main St., turn right onto South
Grove Ave. slight left onto Austin Rd., Village of Yesteryear will be on your right.

Pizza Ranch, 142 W Broadway St, Owatonna, MN 55060 - From Village of Yesteryear left
on Austin Rd., slight right on South Grove Ave., left on East School St., right on South
Oak Ave., right on West Broadway St., Pizza Ranch is on the left.
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Brent & Jennifer Hepler
19152 Ismay Path
Lakeville, MN 55421




